
MEETING MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
Jona Garrett 
Janice Hardaway 
Ralph Fenton 

Eric Newberry 
Dick Pelley 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

January 2, 2018 

12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
John Coker 

1. Approval of November 28,2017 work session minutes 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
Jim Dyer 

Christian Medders 

David Hobbs 

The minutes of the November 28, 2017, work session were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Janice lardaway; vote- unanimous 

2. Approval of December 26, 2017 work session minutes 

The minutes of the December 26, 20 17. work session were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Janice Hardaway; vote- unanimous 

3. Approval of the November 6, 2017 regular minutes 

The minutes of the November 6, 20 J 7. regular minutes were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Janice Hardaway; vote- unanimous 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS 



1. Election of Officers 

Chairman Hamilton turned the meeting over to Anthony Casteel for the election of 

Officers. 

Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Chairperson. 

Ralph Fenton nominated Tom Hamilton for Chairman and it was seconded by 
Janice Hardaway. Mr. Casteel asked Mr. Hamilton if he was willing to serve 
another term and he agreed. Vote- unanimous - None Opposed 

Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairperson. 

Ralph Fenton nominated Janice Hardaway for Vice-Chairman and it was 
seconded by Jona Garrett. Mr. Casteel asked Mrs. Hardaway if she was willing to 
serve another term and she agreed. Vote- unanimous- None Opposed 

Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Secretary. 

Chairman Hamilton nominated Ralph Fenton for Secretary and it was seconded 
by Jona Garrett. Mr. Casteel asked Mr. Fenton if he was willing to serve another 
term and he agreed. Vote- unanimous- None Opposed 

With the election process being completed, Mr. Casteel turned the meeting back 
over to Chairman Hamilton. 

2. Preliminary Plat Concept approval request for David Hobbs on property shown as 

Tax Map 048 Parcel 061.00 on the McMinn County Property Assessors-Property Search 

Application Website. The subdivision is located on the corner of County Road 378 and 

County Road 370 and contains 34.55 acres and 58 lots. 

David Hobbs addressed the Plannine: Commission and said the preliminary plat they 
submitted last week is essentially the same. After going out there with an engineer, the 
one change is in the corner to allow for that hundred-foot radius where they had done last 
week s plan, was they shade this interior o-Ff. It is a very high lot; about six feet off the 
road so there will be a lot of grading and make that a really weird lot. What he had Mr. 
Medders do was depict a bubble/turnaround into those other four lots. He said he was 
thinking there are a1so two electrical box here and here (he showed the Commission on 
the plat.) He said his plan is to have Christian come back and miss those electrical boxes 
right there and see if they can create a bubble. �ssentially. the new bubble will look like 
this (showing on the plat presented to the Commission). He said that is an electrical box 
and that is an electrical box and ideally. he would like to miss those. That line i going to 
have to be rerun and he is going to have to deal with those transformer boxes so the final 
"final", could look like that. 
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Mr. Newberrv said he c an do whatever he needs to do as far as contractor stuff goes, but 
ves it would be g::ood to work with what they have. 

Mr. Hobbs told Mr. Newberry that a box was damaged anyway and has to come out so if 
it doesn't work or becomes so awkward for these two lots, he has to puJI this one. 
(referencing something on the plat) Because it is damaged so he could back him up down 
the road about ten, twelve, twenty� feet. and make that a little less of an awkward punch 
there and then wrap around the new cui de sac to tie in to that transformer box. Other 
than that. there are no other changes. 

Dr. Pelley asked about egress concerns. 

Mr. Hobbs said his plan for that i , thi new road. wh.ich is speculative if it is ever going 
to be d1ere, but the current plan it will. There will be a stop sign right there (referring 

again to plat) and this traffic will stop or wherever you would put the stop sign. This 
traffic will naturally flow in and flow out and this traffic will have a stop sign and 
probablv a yield to be safe. 

Chairman Hamilton asked what he would be yielding to. 

Mt. Hobbs said the fear is, you have a person coming forward this way and per on 
coming forward this way they could essentially meet grill�to-grill, which you want to 
avoid. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if that was within the bounds of the subdivision and not on the 
county road. 

Mr. Hobbs said it was. 

Mr. Casteel asked Mr. Hobbs where the cueing for Dixie Opal Drive and this area. 

Mr. Hobbs found the fire hydrant and the road on the plat and said the stop sign would 
essentially sit right wbere the circle is on the plat and the cueing would back up here 
(referrjng to the prelim inarY plat). 

Chairman Hamilton had Mr. Hobbs to draw him a stop bar across there and he did to 
demonstrate what he was talking about. 

There was more discussion on this matter. 

Mr. Medders demonstrated on the plat where they needed to put stop signs and that they 
have a cue to put four or five ars in both places. It would be a three wav in tersection at 
that point. 

Chairman Hamilton asked where the entrance to ounty Road 378 was and Mr. Medders 
pointed it out on the plat. Chairman Hamilton said they are g ing to need three stop signs. 
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Mr. Medders said that is what he was trying to say. He said they had stop sign for 378 
referring to it on the plat. You have another stop sign to make sure nothing is coming of 
Canyon Ridge; vou have a stop here for Canyon Ridge to see if anything is coming off 
Dixie Opal. There is enough room (referring to an area on the map) where you can stack 
ten cars in either way. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if this is a Planning Commission or a Public Works issue. 

Mr. Newberry said it was a Public Works issue that needs to be ran through Mr. 
Burchfield. He needs to be the one who blesses this road design. 

Mr. Medders said that is five years down the road when Dixie Opal i actually built. 

Mr. Hobbs said whatever would make the group feel more comfortable, he is in different. 
Whatever is safe and whatever the Public Works Director says h will do. 

Mr. Fenton said the Public Works needs to be in on these meetings because they going to 
have to deal with that. 

Mr. Newberrv asked Fire Chief .Jim Dver if he looked at the bubble deal and if he was 
Ok. 

Fire Chief said he was OK with as long as it is a I 00- foot radius and he can get his ladder 
in there they will work with them. 

Chairman Hamilton said they need to look at that as a brand new piece of property. That 
means that curve has to have a 1 00-foot radius. 

Mr. Medders said is a 100-foot radius on there right now. 

Chairman Hamilton said it has to be a 1 00-foot radius paved. 

Mr. Medders said, basically it is a 120-foot radius right of way because the road is twenty 
foot. 

There was some further discussion by Mr. Hobb and the meeting was adjourned. 

MOTION: To approve the preliminary plat approval pending the changes that 
were discussed being made. 

MADE: Dick Pelley 
SECOND: Eric Newberry 

Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

VOTE: 
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PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

There was no petitions or requests from the audience. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was not staff report presented. 

&s--<- D\� 
Rafph Fenton, Secretary 
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